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Happy New Year! 

Hello, my name is Hallie Marks and I live in Victor, CO with my two children and husband.  

I first learned of CHOICES in Cripple Creek about four 

years ago when I discovered I was pregnant. I had 

passed by CHOICES and remembered seeing on 

their sign that they offered free pregnancy testing.  

I decided to stop by and have my self-administered 

test results confirmed.  I didn’t know of anyone who 

had ever come to CHOICES for anything, and I didn’t 

have any idea about all the programs and services 

CHOICES offered at the time, but I was pleasantly 

surprised to find out! 

 I began attending the Earn While You Learn  

Parenting Education classes in the first trimester of 

my pregnancy with my son Gabriel. I learned all about the development of my child,   

pregnancy markers, and about labor and delivery. Once Gabriel was born, I began to learn 

parenting skills that gave me a better understanding of how to raise my child.  Everybody 

knows a child doesn’t come with directions, so taking parenting classes at CHOICES  

was very helpful to me.  

 As my son grew and developed, the parenting classes on ADHD, having a strong-

willed child, and others helped me to recognize that he was having issues.  CHOICES has 

developmental tests along the way that helped to 

identify that my son was not meeting some of his  

developmental markers.  We were able to take these 

test results to the pediatrician to help them realize we 

needed to have him tested further.  

 Gabriel had completely stopped talking at 2 

years old. What was discovered with the additional  

medical testing was that Gabriel is autistic. 

I am grateful to CHOICES and to my mentor who 

helped guide me throughout this very lengthy and 

challenging process. 
Continued on page 2 
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Thankful for the Local Business Support 

Charis Bible College 

Charis Family Church 

The Church of Jesus Christ 

     of Latterday Saints 

Community Fellowship of Christians 

Cripple Creek Baptist Church 

Cripple Creek Community Church 

Emmaus Fellowship 

Faith Lutheran Church 

First Baptist Church Victor 

Four Mile For Christ 

Four Mile Community Church 

Highland Bible Church 

High View Baptist Church 

Impact Christian Church 

Lake George Bible Church 

Mountain Life Church 

Our Lady of the Woods 

Radiant Church 

Rocky Mountain Chapel 

St. David of the Hills 

Woodland Bible Chapel 

Woodland Park Community Church 

Woodland Park Church of the Nazarene 

Thankful for the Churches that support CHOICES monthly,  
through the Baby Bottle Campaign or with in-kind donations 

Active Life Chiropractic 

Adolph Coors Foundation 

Andrew Wommack Ministries 

Aware Investing 

Bernie Vayle,  

     Coldwell Banker 1st Choice Realty 

Bowen & Nein, CPA's, LLC 

Casey's Lumber, Inc. 

City of Cripple Creek/Pioneer Grant 

Connie Sims,  

     The Sims Home Team/KW 

CORE Electric 

Creative Providers Foundation 

Crosswood Homes, Inc. 

 

Dave Brown Team,  

Don Bush Enterprises 

Dos Lobos Enterprises 

Douglas County Community Foundation 

Grace Place Restoration Center 

Hdaero Engineering, LLC 

Keener Team Realty 

Kingdome Design Group, LLC 

Knights of Columbus 

MBI Contractors, Inc. 

Mallett Excavating, Inc. 

My Free Water Store 

M.O.P.S. 

National Christian Foundation 

 

Newmont Legacy Fund 

Park State Bank & Trust 

Pikes Peak Community Foundation 

Pitt Stop Counseling 

Powell Homes 

Rennaisance Charitable Foundation Inc. 

Roshek Group, Inc. 

Schwab Charitable Foundation 

Smith Woodland, Inc. 

Teller County Waste 

Tregos Xtra Storage 

True Life Medicine 

The Barn at Casey’s, LLC 

William & Betty Osborne Trust Fund 

 

 

 Our second child, Michael, was born in October of 2023.  

CHOICES parenting classes reward me with baby bucks for taking 

classes. Being able to shop in the boutique is great because nowa-

days everything is so expensive.  CHOICES has so many services 

they offer, and CHOICES is like a second family to me.  It helps me to 

have a mentor to talk to about concerns  

I have with my children, and it helps my mental well being. 

 CHOICES is the place to go for help.  They will make you  

feel welcome.  There are so many kinds of parenting classes to 

choose from for what you need. They will help you to understand 

how to raise a child.  If there are any kind of other things that you 

need, just let them know and they will try their best to get you  

what you need. 

Continued from Page 1 



 

 3 

The mission of CHOICES is carried out with the help of many  

people.  We are grateful for every volunteer; for their time and talent 

given to CHOICES to help make the organization run smoothly. 

We are grateful for a Board of Directors who serve faithfully and 

who give wise leadership. 

We are blessed by artisans who create all year long to make  

beautiful one of a kind items that they donate for the Rocky Mountain Christmas Boutique.  Thank you for blessing CHOICES! 

2023 Financial and Center Update 

CHOICES experienced  

a huge measure of grace  

in 2023 with your response  

to our fundraising efforts!   

Thank you! 
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Dr. Scott Russell, MD 

Medical Director of CHOICES.  

Dr. Russell specializes in Obstetrics and  

Gynecology at UC Health Front Range OB/GYN.   

Dr. Russell generously donates his time  

and expertise to support CHOICES. 

The CHOICES Team 

A letter from the CEO …  

 Happy New Year and welcome to 2024!   We are hopeful that this new 

year will bring more positivity and unity to our communities as we learn how  

to navigate the current culture with kindness and curiosity. 

Staying curious is how Hallie and her mentor navigated assessing the needs of 

Hallie’s first son, Gabriel, in our client story. CHOICES parenting education  

program has comprehensive tools within the program to help assess a child through 

their developmental stages.  This helps parents who might not know when a child is not meeting those 

markers.  It is an honor to be able to walk alongside parents as they learn about parenting, learn about their 

children, and learn life skills like accountability and building trust in relationships. Our outcomes are so 

much more than the numbers you see in our statistical reports.  Lives are being changed and transformed 

because of our free services and programs in ways that cannot be counted.   

We are all so very grateful for the trust and investment you make in the work God is doing through 

CHOICES in Teller County and beyond. Thank you for your generous hearts to faithfully continue to help 

save lives and truly make a difference.   

If you have any questions or concerns or even words of encouragement, we welcome your feedback.   

With gratitude, 

Teresa Diamond 

CEO CHOICES 

CHOICES Board of Directors 

Duncan Harding, Chairman  

Michelle Lane, Vice Chairman 

Bob Sturgeon, Treasurer 

Mary Jean Weaver, Secretary 

Cindy Blauch, board member 

Tammy Pitt, board member 

Gerald McDaniel, board member 

Teresa Diamond, CEO  

Lynette  

Swanson 

Client Services  

Advocate 

Pat  

Martin  

Client Services 

Advocate 

Marcie  

James 

RN, BSN, SRAS  

Medical Testing 

Director 

Jeni  

Smoot 

Client Services 

Director 

Rebecca  

Fuqua  

Client Services 

Advocate 

Mackenzie  

Leach 

EFL Presenter 

Lissa  

Wellborn 

 Client Services 

Administrator 


